 
The Federal Government has purchased a large quantity of novel H1N1 (pandemic strain) vaccine for use by the states. The latest CDC projections are that there will be between 800K and 1M doses of the vaccine available for Arizona healthcare providers at some point in October, with additional shipments available in November through January.  The delivery and distribution of the vaccine is being coordinated by Arizona’s public health system.  Healthcare providers that can effectively manage, store, and administer the vaccine are qualified to receive vaccine.  This vaccine will be free of charge to providers.  Tort liability protection for the administration of the vaccine is covered by the Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness (PREP) Act: http://www.hhs.gov/disasters/discussion/planners/prepact/index.html  
 
The vaccine that arrives in Arizona in October will be directed toward:
 
· Children 6 months through 4 years old; 
· Children 5 through 18 years of age who have chronic medical conditions; 
· Pregnant women; 

· Caregivers of newborns; and 
· Health care and emergency medical services personnel with direct patient contact. 
 
As more vaccine arrives in November, the priority list will be expanded to also include:
· All persons aged 6 months to 24 years, and 
· Persons who have medical conditions that put them at higher risk for influenza-related complications. 

The complete federal guidance for priority groups is located at: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr58e0821a1.htm 
The Arizona Department of Health Services is preregistering healthcare providers who are interested in receiving and administering the vaccine.  Background information and documents and instructions for preregistering to receive the vaccine are posted on the ADHS website at:  http://www.azdhs.gov/flu/h1n1/index.htm.  We are encouraging healthcare providers in private doctor’s offices, community health centers, hospitals, clinics, urgent care centers, university settings, correctional facilities, and mass immunization clinic planners to fill out our electronic H1N1 Vaccination Pre-registration Form for Clinicians posted at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=WOshQr3nUyQM8hIAjitxww_3d_3d. 
 
Please note that the pre-registration form is not an order form- it is a tool that we are using to develop a list of providers that are interested in participating in our upcoming campaign to vaccine Arizonans against the H1N1 virus.  After you pre-register with us, you will receive regular electronic updates about the availability of vaccine and the logistical details about the distribution of the vaccine.  
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